Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Morgan, R. Gaffney, Anderson, Dennis, Crescimbeni, Hazouri, Wilson and Newby:


RESOLUTION 2018-278
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE LATE DUVAL COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS TOMMIE BELL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
elections are at the core of a democratic form of government; if we, as a people, are governed by laws, it is imperative that the fair, transparent and flawless election of lawmakers is of paramount importance; and

WHEREAS,
for thirteen years, Tommie Bell supervised voting operations in Duval County that assured voters that their vote counted, that the voting system had the utmost integrity, that the election outcome accurately reflected the will of the people and that vox populi was more than an idiom; and

WHEREAS,
a lifelong resident of Jacksonville, Tommie Bell was born in 1926; she was named for  her father, Tom Ross, a Jacksonville City Council Member who served a term as Council President in the 1930s; and
WHEREAS,
after graduating from Robert E. Lee High School in 1944, she took some post-high school courses at the old Duval High School; and

WHEREAS,
Tommie Bell’s career in the Duval County Supervisor of Elections Office spanned over 48 years commencing as a 90-cents-an hour temporary typist and eventually becoming the first woman to hold an elective county-wide office since the 1968 consolidation of city and county governments;  and
WHEREAS,
in 1964, Tommie Bell became Chief Deputy in the Supervisor of Elections office under Robert Mallard; in 1966, Harry Nearing became Supervisor and when he retired in 1986, Governor Bob Graham appointed Tommie Bell as Supervisor; she subsequently won a special election and was elected to her full term in 1987; in seeking a second and third term, she had no opposition; and she retired in 1999; and 

WHEREAS, without exception, everyone who encountered or knew Tommie Bell spoke of her beaming smile; she thoroughly enjoyed her work, believing that voting was a fundamental right and privilege and that elections should be processed with precision; one of her mottos was age quod agis: do well whatever you do. An avid gardener, who promoted the planting of trees and shrubbery on the Westside where she lived, Tommie Bell loved her career, cherished her family and lived to see the technological transformation of the Supervisor of Elections Office with the exacting standards that she inspired; she was widely respected and will be sorely missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby mourn the passing and celebrate the life of Duval County Supervisor of Elections Tommie Bell and extends its deepest sympathy to her family at this time of bereavement.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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